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ABSTRACT 

Changes in marriage and procreation aspirations of 
South Carolina high school students between 1966 and 1973 are 
examined. Data were collected as part of a regional project in 
several Southern states. During the 1966-67 school year, all 10th 
grade students were interviewed in 42 randomly-selected high schools 
stratified by students' racial category and size of the 10th grade in 
1965-66. Group interviews were used with procedures varying according 
to physical facilities of the schools involved and the 
ad sinistra tors' decisions. In 1972-73, 16 schools were selected fros 
the original sample which would best represent the original sample. 
There were 5,396 questionnaires returned in 1966-67 and 3,122 in 
1972-73. Among the findings were: (1) the proportion giving a high 
ranking to getting married and raising a family increased for black 
and white sales and black females but decreased fros 34. 1 percent to 
30 percent for white females; (2) the average number of children 
wanted decreased fros 1967 to 1973 for both racial groups and sexes; 
(3) there was a marked increase in the percentage of sophomores 
indicating that they expected to have no children; and (4) there was 
a decrease in the percentage of all race and sex groups except black 
males indicating that they expected to have three or sore children. 
(HQ) 
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Purpose 



The purpose of this paper is to examine changes in 
marriage and procreation aspirations of South Carolina high 
sehvo? students between 1966-67 and 1972-73. 



Data 



The data on which this report is based were collected 
as a part of 
searchers ii 

was in 1966-67 and the second was in 1972-73. 



ita on which this report is based were colle 
>f a regional research project involving re- 
in several southern states. The first cont 



act 



Sample 



The first group of students constitute a representa- 
tive sample of all tenth grade high school students in 
South Carolina during the school year, 1966-67. Tenth 
grade students were interviewed in 42 randomly-selected 
high schools stratified by racial category of students 
and size of the tenth grade in 1965-66. 

Group interviews were used with procedures varying 
according to physical facilities and administrators' de- 
cision of the schools involved. 
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Changes in Marriage and Procreation Aspirations of Southern 
Youth to the Rural Sociology Section of the Southern Asso- 
ciation of Agricultural Scientists, New Orleans, Louisiana, 
February 1975. 
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Where possible, all tenth graders were interviewed in 
one group. The alternative method was to interview all 
tenth grade English classes. No attempt was made to get 
interviews from students who were absent. 4 

For the second contact in 1972-73, resources did not 
permit interviewing in all of the schools included in the 
first contact. Schools were selected from the original 
sample that, in the .judgement of the project leader, would 
give the best representation of the original sample. For 
example, in three towns, both the Negro and white schools 
were included in the original sample. Since integration 
had been effected since the first study, the integrated 
schools in these towns were included in the 1973 study. 
In addition, one of these towns had two private academies 
in 1973 and permission was obtained to interview students 
in these schools also. 

Selected characteristics of the 1966-67 and 1972-73 
study samples are given in Table A. 



Marriage and Procreation Aspirations 



Data showing changes in marriage and procreation 
aspirations and expectations are given in Tables 1-9. 
Totals given in these tables include only those who an- 
swered the questions on which the tables are based. Con- 
sequently, totals vary from table to table from the totals 
given in Table A. 



Desired Age at Marriage 

Respondents who indicated that they wanted to get 
married were asked at what age they wanted to get married. 
The percentage distribution of these answers is given in 
Table 1. The proportion wanting to get married at age 19 
or less increased for all race and sex groups with the 
greatest increase desiring marriage at an earlier age 
occurring among the white females. 



Boyd, Virlyn A., "Aspirations, Expectations, and 
Attitudes of South Carolina High School Students," AE 335, 
Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, 
South Carolina Agricultural Experiment Station, Clemson, 
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Table A. Selected characteristics of sample populations in 
South Carolina youth study, 1966-67 and 1972-73 



1966-67 



1972-73 



Schools included 
Public 
Private 

Counties included 



42 



26 



14 
2 

11 



Useable questionnaires 
Total 
White 
Male 
Female 

Nonwhite 
Male 
Female 



5,396 

1,799 
1,786 



820 
991 



3 , 122 

897 
891 



660 
674 



Number of Children Desired 



Answers to the question "Assuming you do get married, 
how many children do you want?" are shown in Table 2. The 
average number of children wanted decreased from 1967 to 
1973 for both racial groups and sexes. Also, the propor- 
tion desiring no children or one or two children increased 
except for a small decrease in the percentage of black 
males wanting twb children. The proportion wanting three 
or more children decreased for all groups except black males 



Number of Children Expected 



In an attempt to distinguish between aspirations and 
expectations, respondents were also asked to indicate the 
number of children they thought they would have, assuming 
they did get married. Answers to this question are shown 
in Table 3. There was a marked increase from 1967 to 1973 
in the percentage of sophomores indicating that they ex- 
pected to have no children. Also, there was a decrease in 
the percentage of all race and sex groups except black males 
indicating that they expected to have three or more child- 
ren . 
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Desire for Wife Working After Marriage 



The proportion of males who did not want their wife 
to work at all after marriage decreased for both black 
and white sophomores (Table 4). There was a somewhat 
smaller decrease in the proportion of females who expressed 
the desire not to work at all after marriage. On the 
other hand, the proportion of both black and white mai.. s 
who wanted their wives to work after having children in- 
creased, as did the proportion of black and white females 
who wanted to work after having children. The changes in 
desires for part-time versus full-time work ire shown in 
Table 5 



Expectations for Wife Working After Marriage 



Answers to the question (for males) "What do you ex- 
pect your wife to do about working after marriage?" and 
(for females) "What do you expect to do about working 
after marriage?" are given in Tables 6 and 7. Changes 
in expectations for wives working followed the same pat- 
tern as the changes in desires for wives working. 



Relative Importance of Marriage and the Family 



Both in 1967 and in 1973, respondents were asked to 
rank the following items from 1 to 7 in order of their 
importance to them. 

a. To have all the free time I want. 

b. To get all the education I want. 

c. To earn as much money as I can. 

d. To get the job I want most. 

e. To live in the kind of place I like best. 

f . To have the kind of house, car, furniture, and 
other things like this I want. 

g. To get married and raise a family. 

Rankings given to the last item "To get married and 
raiso a family" are given in Tables 8 and 9. The propor- 
tion giving a high (1 or 2) ranking to getting married 
and raising a family increased for black males, white 
males, and black females but decreased from 34.1 percent 
to 30.0 percent for white females. The proportion of 
both black males and black females giving a low level of 
importance to getting married and raising a family de- 
creased. Rankings indicated an increase in low rankings 
(6 and 7) for getting married and raising a family for both 
white males (increase of 1.0 percent) and white females 
(increase of 5.3 percent). 
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